[Bone defects in revision total knee arthroplasty: classification and management].
The goal of bone reconstruction in revision total knee arthroplasty is to provide a stable support for the implant and to re-establish the correct joint line. Therefore, a useful, therapy-based classification of the defects is necessary. According to Stockley et al. (1992), the defects are classified into contained and uncontained defects. Uncontained defects can be reconstructed using structural allografts or metal wedges. In contained defects, cancellous allograft can be used. For aseptic loosening of total knee arthroplasty, the defect classification according to Engh and Parks (1994) can be helpful because of its recommendations for reconstruction. In case of the more common first or second graded defects, reconstruction is performed using modular revision components or allografts. For the rare third graded defects, bulk allografts or modular tumour endoprostheses are recommended. On the basis of more than 150 revision total knee arthroplasties performed in our hospital the classification of bone defects and their clinical consequences are presented in this review.